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SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON OCTOBER 1 MEETING (SALT TWO 449) 

1. AFTER A SLANTING REFERENCE TO MY SEPT 27 STATEMENT, SEMENOV'S 
STATEMENT TODAY CONCENTRATED ON FBS, WITH A SLIGHT NEW TWIST TO THE 
EFFECT THAT FBS INCREASED THE DANGER OF ACCIDENTAL NUCLEAR WAR. (HE 
DID NOT IN THIS PRESENTATION MENTION WITHDRAWAL OR BASE LIQUIDA- 
TION.) MY STATEMENT DEALT WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF A HIGH DEGREE OF 
EQUIVALENCE IN CENTRAL SYSTEMS AND SET FORTH OUR POSITIONS ON ITS 
ELEMENTS, THAT IS, AGGREGATE NUMBERS, THROW- WEIGHT AND MIRV 
LIMITATIONS. (FULL TEXT BY SEPTEL). 

2. IN OUR PRIVATE CONVERSATION, SEMENOV PRESSED HARD ON FBS, 

SAYING HE HAD BROUGHT WITH HIM FROM MOSCOW "A SUITCASE OF MATERIAL" 
ON THIS SUBJECT AND EXPRESSED FRUSTRATION THAT I HAD NOT ENTERED 
INTO DEBATE WITH HIM ON SUBJECT. HE SAID HE WAS INSTRUCTED TO DEAL 
WITH THIS MATTER AND WAS AT A LOSS TO KNOW WHY I WOULD NOT DISCUSS 
IT WITH HIM. I SAID THAT, AS HE KNEW, OUR POSITION ON THIS WAS 
THAT THE BALANCE OF NONCENTRAL SYSTEMS DID NOT NECESSARILY FAVOR 
THE US AND THAT THE WAY TO DEAL WITH QUESTION WAS BY NONCIRCUM- 
VENTION. I UNDERSTOOD HIS POSITION, "WAS WILLING TO CERTIFY THAT 
HE HAD PRESENTED IT VIGOROUSLY AND ABLY" AND SUGGESTED THAT WE 
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FAVOR OF HIS PRESENTING SOVIET CONSIDERATIONS ON THE MANY IMPORTANT 
MATTERS THAT I HAD DEALT WITH IN MY PRESENTATIONS. I SAID THAT 
NO MATTER HOW FBS MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE DEALT WITH, THESE OTHER 
MATTERS, WHICH WERE OF OVERWHELMING IMPORTANCE, WOULD HAVE TO 
BE DEALT WITH IN ANY EVENT. I POINTED OUT THAT I HAD NOT SIMPLY 
BEEN REITERATING OUR PREVIOUS POSITIONS BUT I WAS SURE THAT 
HE HAD NOTED THE DIFFERENCES IN THE CONCEPTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
I HAD PUT FORWARD IN THE CONTEXT OF THE OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED 
BY A 1985 AGREEMENT. I SAID THAT ON FRIDAY I WAS PLANNING TO EXPAND 
AND PRESENT FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS ON THE MATTERS I HAD DISCUSSED 
TODAY; AND THEN ON THE FOLLOWING TUESDAY I PLANNED TO PRESENT A 
SERIES OF ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS WHICH WOULD LARGELY COMPLETE 
THE SUBSTANCE OF MY PRESENTATIONS. I AGAIN SAID THAT, AS HE KNEW, 
WASHINGTON WAS CONSIDERING SALT QUESTIONS AND THAT I WAS DISAPPOINTED 
THAT I HAD NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO CARRY OUT THAT PORTION OF MY INSTRUC- 
TIONS TO OBTAIN AND TRANSMIT SOVIET VIEWS ON THE MATTERS I HAD 
BEEN RAISING. I SUGGESTED, AND HE AGREED, TO HAVE A PRIVATE MEETING 
BETWEEN US ON OCTOBER 7 AT WHICH I WOULD CAREFULLY REVIEW, AND TO 
THE EXTENT NECESSARY, EXPLAIN THE POSITIONS WE HAD THUS FAR 
TAKEN AND THE SUBSTANCE OF A STATEMENT I WOULD MAKE ON OCTOBER 8. 

I URGED THAT HE BE PREPARED TO ASK ANY AND ALL QUESTIONS THEY 
MIGHT HAVE ON OUR POSITIONS AND ASSURED HIM THAT I WOULD NOT SEEK 
TO INTERPRET SUCH QUESTIONING AS FORESHADOWING ANY PARTICULAR 
SOVIET POSITION OR VIEW ON THE ISSUES. 

3. IN SUBSEQUENT BILATERALS, SHCHUKIN CAREFULLY AND DELIBERATELY 
DREW MAY'S ATTENTION TO FACT THAT SOVIET FBS STATEMENT TODAY DID 
NOT CALL FOR "ELIMINATION OF BASES BUT RATHER ONLY CALLED FOR 
"TAKING FORWARD BASE SYSTEMS INTO CONSIDERATION", AND ALSO NOTED 
THAT THEIR STATEMENT DEALT ONLY WITH NUCLEAR CAPABLE AIRCRAFT. 

4. IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH ROWNY, BELETSKY SHOWED MUCH INTEREST 
IN, AND ASKED PERTINENT QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR STATEMENT TODAY, WITH 
SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO NUMBERS AND THROW-WEIGHT, INCLUDING AN 
ALLOWANCE FOR HEAVY BOMBERS, BUT HE DID NOT REFER TO MIRVS. ON 
THE CONTRARY, IN THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH KLOSSON AND EARLE, 

KARPOV AND SMOLIN SHOWED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN UNDERSTANDING 
OUR CONCEPT ON MIRVS.JOHNSON 
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